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      Project Unit name                       Project Duration: May-June 2019 

What are Successful Ways to Communicate? 
         
 
Project Summary 
What are your students going to do and why are they doing it? 

One of the most necessary skills in life is the ability to communicate well. In 
this unit, students will explore the history and science of different communication 
systems, consider the way we communicate with Hashem and each other through a 
Jewish lens, and discover what psychology has to teach us about effective ways to 
interact.  
 

As this is the last unit of the year, we’ll also give students time to reflect on 
what they’ve learned through the course of their studies and how they’ve 
developed academically, socially, emotionally, and religiously. The year will end 
with an Exhibition not only of the work students will have completed for this unit 
but of the ongoing projects they’ve been working on throughout the year, i.e., their 
personal journals and school timeline. 
 
 

Essential Question 
An essential question should inspire students, require them to conduct 
serious research and relate to a real world issue. 

• What are successful ways to communicate? 
 
 
Entry Event 
How will you start your unit?  
What will be the hook that sparks your student’s interests? 

Students will start the unit with an Improv workshop, a good way to learn 
about the power of body language and of conveying thoughts through action. The 
workshop will also sharpen students’ skills in communicating by making them feel 
comfortable interacting with people spontaneously. Plus, Improv is fun! 
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Products 
What do you want students to do/write/create/build? 
 
 
Group Products 

• School timeline 
• An Improv skit or a non-verbal/only pantomimed scene - looking at the 

power of non-verbal communication and the power of body language and 
facial expression 

• A music video, song, or spoken word poem, depending on the group’s  
choice, on how acoustics and animal communication work  

• A communication device 
• A game that teaches students about the laws of gossip and talebearing 
• A Yom Iyun [Day of Learning] where students share a shiur on a topic most 

meaningful to them  
• Just Solutions Civic Engagement Program: A public service campaign to 

reduce cyber-bullying and negative online behavior that incorporates 
 
 
Individual products 

• Continued work on the student’s personal journal, including how the 
student’s approach to tefillah has changed and steps the student is taking to 
develop better communications with the people around him/her 

• Individual contributions to the school timeline 
• Just Solutions Civic Engagement Program: A persuasive speech on a societal 

issue that’s important to the student 
• A TED Talk that incorporates the learning from at least three disciplines in 

order to educate about the history of writing/telecommunications and a 
problem we have because of sound in the world today 

• A source sheet on the nature of prophecy  
• An interdisciplinary essay incorporating learning from at least three 

disciplines  
• A reflection on how the student has grown as a writer and interpreter of 

different texts 
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Learning Goals 
What do you want students to learn? 
 

Identify Curriculum content (i.e. concepts, vocabulary, readings etc.) 
 
Advisory 
Using psychology and Jewish thinkers such as Rav Avraham Twerski, students discover 
effective ways to communicate and put those ways to practice through a daily journal they 
keep and through Improv exercises. Students will also participate in conflict resolution 
workshops.  
 
The Arts 
Music appreciation; Introduction to GarageBand; and pantomime and Improv workshops.  
 
Halakha 
Laws of lashon hara [gossip and talebearing]; laws of tochacha [admonishing a friend over 
wrongdoing] 
 
Humanities 
The history of writing and communication in the ancient and medieval worlds; the history of 
the computer and telecommunication systems 
 
Literature 
An exploration of famous speeches throughout history and what makes for good rhetoric 
 
Literature Circles 
Students choose a work of literature they’ve always wanted to read 
 
Poetry 
Robert Frost describes poetry as a way to say what you mean without meaning what you say. 
Students explore the phenomenon. 
 
Science 
How animals communicate with each other; use of sonar in whales and dolphins; physics: the 
study of acoustics; how do stars sound, and what do they teach us when they collide? 
 
STEM 
How do our cell phones work?  
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Talmud 
Sugyot on what constitutes proper or deceptive speech 
 
h 

Tefilah 
What are our obligations in praying to Hashem? Why should we pray to God?  
 
Tanakh 
What is the nature of prophecy? What are its different forms throughout Tanakh? How does 
Hashem communicate with people in the Torah, Navi, and Ketuvim. Students will explore a 
sample of prophets. As well, students will study Devarim [Deuteronomy] to analyze Moshe’s 
valedictory address to B’nai Yisrael. 
 

Identify Key skills (Only list those that you plan to assess) 
 

• How to be an effective communicator using written and verbal speech, using 
different modes of communication such as text, email, essays, speeches, 
dramatic performances. 

• How to do Improv. 
• How to give a speech and TED Talk/How to tell a story or convey an idea 

through poetry and music. 
• How to create a shiur [lesson on Jewish learning] on Sefaria. 
• How to give a shiur. 
• How to understand music and music presentations such as videos. 
• How to develop a relationship with Hashem by understanding prophecy and 

the role that prayer plays in our lives. 
 

Exhibition venue and plan 
Where and when will the exhibition take place?  
How will the exhibition be promoted?  
How will your students exhibit their work?  
Who will you be inviting? 

• A student-run Yom Iyun [day of Jewish learning], which the students will 
plan and promote 

• A year-end Exhibition of student work which the students will plan and 
promote 

• All parents and members of the community will be invited to each event 
 


