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Project Unit name                            Project Duration: Nov 2018-Jan 2019 

How Do I Make Something Beautiful? 
         
Project Summary 
What are your students going to do and why are they doing it? 

Beauty is an important part of our lives, but sometimes it can be distorted, 
leading us to grow obsessed with superficiality and a desire to pursue ideals 
antithetical to Torah values. Chanukah, a holiday when we celebrate the spiritual 
defeat of Hellenistic Greece, is a good time to explore how Greek visions of beauty -- 
not just artistic ones but philosophical ones aimed at defining truth -- altered the 
world forever and impacted Jewish life.  

 
As part of Western civilization, we live in a post-Greek world, so how do we 

balance Greek and secular notions of beauty and thought with a Torah lifestyle? As 
well, how do we integrate beauty into our Torah lives in an appropriate way? In 
order to decide how to do so, we’ll explore what beauty is, its connection to truth, 
and what makes something beautiful. Is beauty in the eye of the beholder? Let’s 
see.  
 
Note: This unit introduces two important components of The Idea School: 

 
One is the Arts program. Because we feel the arts are such an important way 

to connect to the self and the world, we’re integrating them throughout the 
curriculum. In this way, students get to explore different media and discover ones 
they may not have tried on their own. As they progress through high school, they’ll 
have the opportunity to hone an art they particularly enjoy and at which they excel.  

 
The study of philosophy is another key part of our academic program. 

Philosophy enables students to categorize the student’s learning and how they’re 
processing it. Students will have a chance to do so in both general and Judaic 
studies, where we’ll explore what it means to be Modern Orthodox.  
 

Essential Question 
An essential question should inspire students, require them to conduct 
serious research and relate to a real world issue. 

• How Do I Make Something Beautiful? 
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Entry Event 
How will you start your unit?  
What will be the hook that sparks your student’s interests? 

Have students bring something to school that they find beautiful. They have 
to create an artist card for the item, that is, a blurb that explains what the item is 
and why the student finds it appealing. Students explore this self-made exhibition, 
deciding whether beauty is in the eye of the beholder and what that means. 
 

 
Products 
What do you want students to do/write/create/build? 
 
Group Products 

• School timeline of learning to which students contribute individually 
• Chanukah publication on the unit, to be posted online and distributed in the 

community 
• Hiddur Mitzvah [Beautifying a Mitzvah]: Presentation on a mitzvah that each 

group chose to beautify 
• Community project: student-chosen clean-up project of a local area  
• PSA of the community project students chose to undertake 
• Exhibit of students’ drawings, poems, and op-eds 

 
Individual products 

• Continued work on personal journals  
• Additions to the school timeline 
• Dvar Torah in school throughout the days of Chanukah and after, on what 

each student found “beautiful” in the learning 
• Using Adobe Suite InDesign or drawing skills, students start on an illustrated 

Megillat Esther that they’ll finish by Purim time  
• Op-ed on societal notions of beauty and Jewish philosophy 
• Artistic renderings using Adobe Suite InDesign and drawings of what each 

student finds beautiful, truthful, and meaningful 
• A poem about beauty using the poetic techniques we’ve studied 
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Learning Goals 
What do you want students to learn? 
 

Identify Curriculum content (i.e. concepts, vocabulary, readings etc.) 
 
Advisory 
A beginning exploration of how to create a healthy and meaningful sense of what is beautiful 
and to ignore societal pressures to conform to stereotypical notions of beauty; how to imbue 
meaning and beauty into living a Torah life; how to find meaning in life in a personally 
fulfilling way; what it means to be Modern Orthodox 
 
The Arts | Introduction to the Arts program at The Idea School 
Why should everyone study an art? Adobe Suite InDesign and Introduction to Drawing 
 
Halakha 
The Halakhot [Jewish laws] of Chanukah and of Hiddur Mitzvah  
 
Humanities 
Greek and Roman art and architecture, philosophy, and literature; Aristotle’s Poetics; 
Antigone by Sophocles; Greek and Roman myth  
 
Math 
Phi, the golden ratio  
 
Philosophy | Introduction to Philosophy/Jewish Philosophy  
Why should everyone study philosophy? Are we allowed to study Greek philosophy/the 
wisdom of the Greeks/secular wisdom? Selected readings from Rabbi Norman Lamm, Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik on what it means to be Modern Orthodox  
 
Poetry 
Poetry such as Billy Collins’ “Introduction to Poetry”; Archibald Macleish’ “Ars Poetica”; Linda 
Pastan’s “An Imperfect Paradise”; Marge Piercy’s “Artifice”; Sylvia Plath’s “Metaphors”; William 
Carlos Williams and the Imagists; and more.  
 
Science | Just Solutions Civic Engagement Program 
The science in the beauty of the natural world: identify the flora and fauna of New Jersey and 
which local areas need conservation and protection. Particular attention paid to waterways.  
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STEM 
How would we beautify a mitzvah? Create a prototype.   
 
Talmud 
Pirsumei Nisa [Laws of publicizing a miracle] and women’s obligation in Chanukah and in 
holidays in which they were part of the miracle of saving the nation 
 
Tefillah 
What are our obligations in praying to Hashem? Why should we pray to God?  
 
Tanakh  
How does the Torah look at beautiful people? The Yoseph story and Megillat Esther 
 

Identify Key skills (Only list those that you plan to assess) 
• How to write persuasive essays 
• How to use Adobe InSuite 
• How to draw 
• How to write and present a Dvar Torah on halakha  
• How to understand literary aesthetics  
• How to use philosophy to better understand the self and society 
• How to understand poetry 
• How to identify birds, insects, animals, and plants in the local environment 
• How to test for clean and potable water 
• How to contact local officials  
• How to create a public service announcement  
• How to prototype 
• How to read Talmudic and Torah texts and apply them to Jewish/halakhic 

living and practice 
 

Exhibition venue and plan 
Where and when will the exhibition take place?  
How will the exhibition be promoted?  
How will your students exhibit their work? Who will you be inviting? 
The Exhibition will be at school, and students will promote it. Students will decide 
which works they want to exhibit and who they will invite. They will budget and 
plan the event. 


